
1

CANDIDATE'S NAME & POSTAL ADDRESS:
(There is no charge for the return of marked papers.) 

2017 QBA CONGRESS DIRECTOR EXAM
PAPER 2 LAWS AND REGULATIONS

INSTRUCTIONS

Please use black or blue pen.

Answer all questions on the exam paper.

All answers require a Law Reference Number

Time allowed is flexible but 3 hours should be sufficient.

Candidates may refer to the 2017 Laws, the QBA Regulations and one other piece 
of reference material.

Using prepared answers, answers to old exam papers and electronic
equipment (phone, ipad, computer etc) is not permitted.

In some of the situations described it would be 
usual for you to consult with others and poll. As this is not possible you should base 
your ruling on your own judgement. Give enough additional information to show you 
understand why a law applies. Large amounts of detail is not required. 

QUESTION ONE

1 5+/5+ clubs and diamonds 6-10 hcp
2   21+
3  Shows a club suit

South attempts to open 2NT when East is dealer. Not accepted by West. 

What lead restrictions are offered to declarer?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

N E S W

2NT1

2C2 X3 2H

Pass 2S Pass 4S

Pass Pass Pass
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QUESTION TWO

1 Not alerted. Systemically a transfer to hearts.

East did not draw attention to the failure to 
alert before the opening lead was faced. 

Declarer made 4 tricks in 2D. NS +400

North claimed to be damaged because he 
could not bid diamonds nor double the 
contract.

What is your ruling? Give your reasons.

What Law(s) apply?  

Dlr:  E
Vul: All

6
A762
AKQ432
K10

AKJ72
Q8

J75
986

Q93
KJ954
109
QJ4

10854
103
86
A7532

N E S W

Pass Pass 1S

X 2D1 Pass Pass

Pass
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QUESTION THREE

(a) West is dealer however South tries to open the auction with 1S. West does not 
accept 1S.  What is your ruling at this stage?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

(b)    The auction continues. 1S1 shows 5+ spades and 11-19 hcp. 
1S2 shows 4+ spades and 6+ hcp. 

What is your ruling?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

N E S W

1S

N E S W

1S1 Pass

1H Pass 1S2
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QUESTION FOUR

1 At the end of the auction East realises he 
has only 12 cards. His missing 2 is found in 

You have the hand played out and declarer 
makes 7 tricks in 3NT.

What is your ruling? Give your reasons.

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

QUESTION FIVE

West opens 1D, North overcalls 2S, East bids 1C. As soon as attention is drawn to the 
1C bid, East crosses it out and bids 2D. You are now called to the table.

What is your ruling?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr:  S
Vul: NS

A76
10864
A93
K42

10983
AKJ93
QJ86
-

K2
Q721

42
AJ9853

QJ54
521

K1075
Q1076

N E S W

Pass 1H

Pass 2C Pass 2D

Pass 3NT Pass Pass

Pass
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QUESTION SIX

A1 Alerted. North asked about 2D and was told 
5+ diamonds and 5+ spades, 6+ hcp. This is 
the correct explanation.

South makes 11 tricks for NS +450.

North calls you to say West had no right to bid 
2H after being woken up as to the correct EW agreement.

What is your ruling? Give your reasons.

What Law(s) apply?  

Dlr:  E
Vul: EW

Q4
Q762
A1092
J104

532

84
863

987
AK4
73
AK752

AKJ106
J
KQJ65
Q9

N E S W

1NT X 2DA1

X Pass Pass 2H

Pass Pass 4S Pass

Pass Pass



6

QUESTION SEVEN

1 . You are not called at that time. 

The auction continues and the hand played out. 

South makes 10 tricks for NS -50.

South calls you after the hand is finished to tell you what had happened.

(a) Suppose all players are very experienced. What is your ruling? 

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

(b) Suppose EW are an inexperienced pair and that South had said, about the lead of 
the 
What is your ruling? 

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr:  W
Vul: NS

K96432
732
A
864

J

653
2

AQ1087
J
1082
Q1053

5
6
KQJ974
AKJ97

N E S W

1H

2S Pass 3D 3H

Pass Pass 4D 4H

Pass1 Pass 5D Pass

Pass Pass
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QUESTION EIGHT

A1 Alerted. Explained as a transfer to hearts.

NS had recently decided to play System Off 
after interference. North had forgotten.

West claimed she would not have bid 3C 
had she known 2D was natural because she
held defensive values.

This is an event for novice players.

What is you ruling? Give your reasons. (Please see notes on front page about 
consultation.)

What Law(s) influenced your action?  

Dlr:  W
Vul: NS

AQ6
AQJ83
Q53
102

J42
K102
AJ102
Q93

K93
9754
6
AK754

10875
6
K9874
J86

N E S W

Pass

1NT 2C 2DA1 Pass

2H Pass 2S 3C

Pass Pass Pass
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QUESTION NINE

The contract at a table is 4HW. 

What are the lead restrictions?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

QUESTION TEN

East calls you so you may confirm who won trick 7. In confirming that West won trick 7 
you happen to notice that South, the declarer, has revoked on trick 7. 

Do you bring this to the attention of the table? Give your reasons. 

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  
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QUESTION ELEVEN

A1 5+/5+ in the unbid suits, any strength.
2  There was a clear break in tempo before

West doubled 2NT. 
3 Another agreed clear break in tempo

before the second double. 

Result: EW +690    

East and West were playing for the first time and had had no discussion about the 
meaning of the doubles. West contended that passing 2NT and doubling the correction 
would have been for penalties and that she thought doubling twice would have been 
non-penalty and strength showing. She stated that she thought that requiring East to 
pass the second double would be unreasonable.

She also stated that E/W did not play support doubles beyond their suit at the two
level.

North believed that it was fairly normal to double 2NT to show a desire to penalise at 
t if West were 1-4-4-4, 3H might go down 

several tricks. North stated that he thought a pass by East was not only a logical 
alternative but that it was the call required after the hesitations in this auction.

What is your ruling? (Please see notes on front page about consultation.) 

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr: W
Vul: All

9642
5432
103
932

AQ3
K9
AQ9754
K5

KJ875
106
J862
Q6

10
AQJ87
K
AJ10874

N E S W

1D

Pass 1S 2NTA1 X2

3H Pass Pass X3

Pass 3S Pass 3NT

Pass Pass Pass
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QUESTION TWELVE

The Play

After quitting her
at the table

What is your ruling?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr: W
Vul: EW

82
Q8754
A653
K6

764
J10932
4
8732

K53
AK

AQ
AQJ109
6
K7
J10954

4 A 2 7

8 3 Q 4

9 4 A 6

N E S W

Pass

Pass 1D 1S Pass

1NT 2D 3C Pass

3S Pass Pass Pass

End 
Position

-
Q875
-
-

-
J10
-
87

K
K

-
J
-
-
J109
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QUESTION THIRTEEN

1 Alerted. Transfer to spades.
2  Asks for aces.
3 One ace. Bid after a long pause to think.

bid 5D that I was wondering what could 

What is your ruling?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr: E
Vul: All

Q974
J5432
J9
105

AJ652
-

A732
AK42

83
AKQ107

J98
K10
986
10864
Q763

N E S W

1NT Pass 2H1

Pass 2S Pass 3C

Pass 3NT Pass 4NT2

Pass 5D3 Pass 6S

Pass
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QUESTION FOURTEEN

The Play

South is declarer in a contract of 3NT. You are called when East plays the 10.
Play continues. West cashes the 5 and the K then leads the 10. 
East cashes his A and 9 so that declarer makes 6 tricks in total.

What is your ruling?

What Law(s) influenced your decision?  

Dlr: S
Vul: NIL

J7
QJ863
AJ53
82

KQ92
10542
KQ64
6

10864
97

AQJ1094
A53
AK
10982
K753

K 7 6 3

Q J 4 A

A 2 3 7

K 4 6 9

10 Q A 7

Q 10 5 4*

J 4 5 6*

8 9 3 10*


