October 8, 2022

Bridge with Richard Ward

NORTH
a J103 N/ALL VUL
v Q1052
¢ AKJ?2
& 103
WEST EAST
A - a K974
v 9743 v KJ86
¢ 109875 ¢ Q63
& Q9614 & 52
SOUTH
a AQ8652
v A
¢ 4
& AKJ87
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
PASS PASS 1S
PASS 3S PASS ANT
PASS 5D PASS 6S

PASS PASS PASS

North’s three spade bid was the old-fashioned limit-raise variety which was all South needed
to check for key cards and bid the slam. West led the ten of diamonds and declarer could
see that the slam would make if the black suit losers could be held to just one. The
straightforward line was to start with trumps, SJ-4-2-H3 (!). The bad break was problematic
but not insurmountable. Trick three went S10-K-A-D5 and declarer realised that, provided
East had at least two clubs, the contract was assured by leading the jack of clubs next. If
either opponent (in this case West) won the trick, the ten of clubs would be an entry to
dummy allowing the trumps to be picked up without loss. If the jack of clubs was allowed to
win, ace and another club would be ruffed and over-ruffed, but now trumps could be drawn
with the South hand having no losers.

TOOWOOMBA CONGRESS [Director — Chris Snook] PAIRS 1 Charlie Lu / Watson Zhou; 2
Murray Perrin / Neville Francis; B Trevor Henderson / John Churchett; C Oliver Goodman /
Ming Yang; TEAMS 1 Ilvy & John Luck / Larry Moses / Nikolas Moore; 2 Lyn Tracey / Winny
Chan / Raelene Clarke / Richard Fox; B Eugene Pereira / Lilly Jia / Martin Wu / Daria
Williams; C Oliver; B Goodman / Jennifer McGowan / Vanessa Brewis / Ming Yang;
MACKAY CONGRESS [Director — Geoff Taylor] PAIRS 1 Noel Bugeia / lan Afflick; 2 Janet
Hansen / Diane Morgan; B Lorna Shuttlewood / Doone Mitchell; C Noel Saunders / Ted
Cullinan; TEAMS 1 Jan Randall / Don Cameron / Malcolm Allan / Adrian Lohmann; 2
Richard Zimmerman / Rosemary Carleton / Richard Metcalfe / Denise O’'Regan; B Faye
Wright / Christine Nice / Lorna Shuttlewood / Doone Mitchell




