April 15, 2023

Bridge with Richard Ward

NORTH
A 8642 S/ ALL VUL
v AQ10
¢ KJ6
& 842
WEST EAST
a AK53 a J1097
v 83 v 752
¢ 1083 ¢ 942
& AQJ6 & 1097
SOUTH
A Q
v KJ964
¢ AQ75
& K53
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1H
DBL RDBL 1S PASS
PASS 2H PASS 3D
PASS 4H ALL PASS

After West's takeout double, redouble promised 10+ points and any shape. East obliged with
those great spades which South passed just in case partner had enough for a penalty
double. After 2H from partner, many would simply bid game, but our cautious South made a
‘help-suit’ trial bid invitation which North was happy to accept.

West led the ace of spades and shifted to a trump. As the ace of clubs was almost certainly
with West, declarer took an approach that would work as long as the trumps were 3-2.
Dummy’s ten of trumps held the second trick so a spade could be ruffed. Crossing back to
dummy twice with the jack and king of diamonds, two more spades were ruffed high. Next,
declarer drew the outstanding trumps with dummy’s ace and queen. The ace and queen of
diamonds were the ninth and tenth tricks. Note that an unlikely red-suit lead defeats four
hearts because it allows the defence to attack the entries necessary for this “dummy-
reversal” play to succeed.
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