July 15, 2023

Bridge with Richard Ward
		NORTH
		  9 7 4 3   		S/ EW VUL
		  6 5 4
		  8 4 2
		  K 6 2
WEST				EAST
  J 8 6 2 			  A K Q  
  A K Q 10 2			  J 9 7 3
  -				  A K 7 6
  Q 8 7 5			  A 9
		SOUTH
		  10 5
		  8
		  Q J 10 9 5 3  
		  J 10 4 3
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In the Closed Room, North-South probably thought their bidding was sufficiently outrageous to keep their opponents out of the grand slam but they were wrong. Thirteen tricks in hearts is not difficult but twelve tricks is the limit in no trump. The choice of opening, four diamonds, on the South hand would not occur to most, indeed any, of us. Nor would North’s raise to five diamonds.  These international experts play at a level far different to the rest of us.
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