October 7, 2023

Bridge with Richard Ward

NORTH
a 8532 S/ NIL VUL/ TEAMS
v KJ5
¢ A74
& A106
WEST EAST
a AKQJ7 A 964
v 8632 v 4
¢ J92 ¢ Q1085
& 7 & K8542
SOUTH
a 10
v AQ1097
¢ K63
& QJ93
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1H
1S 2S PASS 4H
PASS PASS PASS

In a teams match, North’s 2S bid promised an invitational raise or better in hearts. South,
with good distribution, had enough to reach game. This deceptively simple hand came
unstuck for one declarer when West began with two top spades, ruffed. Trumps were drawn
in four rounds and, when East later won with the king of clubs and was able to produce a
spade, this declarer finished up with only eight tricks. The other declarer chose to discard a
diamond on the second spade and ruff the third. This time, when East won the king of clubs,
spades could not be continued. Discarding the diamond at trick two was a simple loser-on-
loser play to cater for trumps being 4-1 and the king of clubs being offside. Interestingly, had
West started proceedings with the singleton club lead, declarer would rise with the ace and
make an easy ten tricks: five hearts, two diamonds and three clubs.

TOOWOOMBA CONGRESS [Director — Chris Snook]; PAIRS 1 Tony Hutton / Kim Morrison;
2 Magnus Moren / Ralph Parker; B Lyn Tracey / Richard Spelman; C Susie & Sandy Fraser;
TEAMS 1 Sanmugaras Kamalarasa - Magnus Moren - Neville Francis - Ralph Parker; 2
Richard Wallis - Larry Moses - Patrick Bugler - Tim Runting - James Evans; B Adele & Nev
Harington / Janice & Edgar Beckett; C Elizabeth & Tony Thorne / David Roberts / David
Edwards; MACKAY CONGRESS [Director — Geoff Taylor]: PAIRS 1 Val Holbrook / Noel
Bugeia; 2 Frances & Alan Brown; B Diane Stokes / Ann Whitmore; C Deb Breeze / Sue
Mclnnes; TEAMS 1 Don Cameron / Jan Randall / Adrian Lohmann / Bill Bishop; 2 lan
Patterson / Ched Twyman / Pat Leighton / Robyn Nolan; B Sandra Morris / Annie Lynch /
Ted Cullinan / Noel Saunders.

Next weekend, aspiring and experienced bridge directors can join nearly 80 others from
Australia and New Zealand for two days of online presentations and discussions with our
most accomplished directors. Register through the QBA website on myABF.




