
June 22, 2024 
 
Bridge with Richard Ward 

There are times when the best way to bamboozle your opponents as declarer is to lead the 
suit that they should be attacking! This hand from the 2012 Gold Coast Congress teams final 
saw Irish international Tom Hanlon successfully applying this principle.  
  NORTH 

    Q J 10 4  S / EW VUL 

    K 

    A K Q 8 5 

   9 8 5 
WEST    EAST 

  A 3      9 8 5 2 

  J 9 8 5 3     A Q 6 

  J 10      9 6 4 3 

  J 10 4 2     7 6 
  SOUTH 

    K 7 6 

    10 7 4 2 

    7 2 

    A K Q 3 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
    1C 

PASS 1D PASS 1H  
PASS 1S PASS 1NT 
PASS 3NT ALL PASS 

If both minor suits behave, there are nine tricks for the taking but that is not very likely. You 
can build some spade tricks for the contract, but wouldn’t the defence find the obvious heart 
shift? Hanlon found a nice counter-move when, after winning the first trick with the diamond 
ace, he put the heart king on the table! East did not want to help declarer establish a couple 
of heart tricks, so he won the heart ace and switched to a club. South won the king then 
knocked out the spade ace. West played another diamond, and Hanlon had his nine tricks 
for plus 400. At the other table, West started with the three of hearts and declarer was 
immediately down one.  
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